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Foreword

In the name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Especially Merciful.

All praise is due to Allah, the Truth, the Source of all truths. May Peace and Salutations
be upon our Beloved Master and Leader, Nabi Muhammad %, who enlightened us about

those truths that would benefit us in both worlds.

As for what follows, the poem ‘Aqidat al-‘Awam is a didactic poem that speaks about the
most basic tenets of Islamic belief and some of the most basic biographical details of the
life of our Beloved Nabi Muhammad %. The poem was authored to teach ordinary
people the minimum that they are required to know regarding their creed. It is in a form
that is easy to memorize for elderly people and children alike, and it has received
widespread acceptance in the Muslim world and in traditional Arabic-speaking Muslim

societies.

Mawlana Zakariyya Harnekar

[Extracted from The Bunch Brought Close]



About The Author

The author, Shaykh Ahmad al-Marzuqi al-Maliki, is a member of the prophetic
household through the grandson of the Messenger %, Hasan (RA). He was born in Egypt

in the year 1205 AH.

He is referred to as al-Marzuqi due to his grandfather being named Marzuq. His

grandfather was a prominent Sufi Shaykh who had many followers and Zawiyahs.

He was given a pious upbringing and started learning from a young age. The Shaykh

passed away in Makkah in the year 1262 AH.
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About The Poem

There is an interesting story regarding the composition and origin of this poem.
Muhammad Ihya ‘Ulum al-Din relates this story in his famous commentary, Jala’ al-

Afham bi Sharh ‘Aqidat al-‘Awam.

He mentions therein that Shaykh Ahmad al-Marzuqi al-Maliki saw the Messenger % and
his companions in a dream. In the dream, the companions were standing around him
when the Messenger % said to him, “Read that poem of creed which whoever memorizes
it will enter paradise, and will achieve every goodness he intends that conforms to the to

the Quran and Sunnah.”

He then asked the Messenger %, “What is that poem, O Messenger of Allah?” The
honorable companions around him then said, “Listen to what the Messenger * will say!”
The Messenger # then said, “Say: I begin with the name of Allah, and the Most Merciful.

..” He then repeated what the Messenger % recited to him and continued until the lines:
(..,\,.S | vﬁ- F a5 r&l I3 /}.J.;-jj | o

All the while the Messenger # was listening to him. When Shaykh Ahmad arose from his
sleep, he found that the poem was memorized from beginning to end. He then saw the
Messenger # a second time in his dream wherein the Messenger % said to him, “Read

what you have memorized.” He then read it from beginning to end whilst he was
standing before the Messenger %. The companions standing around him were saying,

“Amin” after every verse of poetry.

After he had finished reading the poem, the Messenger # supplicated for him saying,
“May Allah enable you to do what He loves, accept that from you, bless you and the

believers, and cause His slaves to benefit from it. Amin.”

When people came to know about the poem and asked him about it, he would inform

them of it. Later her added the end of the poem which starts from the verse:

Spare At Jydy i



The Creed of the Laity in Arabic Text
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The Creed of the Laity Translation
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And with the Especially Merciful, (He

who is) always giving gifts
Ji 3k g 23
the Last, the One without ending who

never changes
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Upon the Prophet, the best to have

declared His oneness
}& d;\ U"" J...w

the path of the religion of truth, without

innovating
W (ppis b Sl O

twenty attributes which are necessary for
Allah
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Absolutely different to creation
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All Powerful, Willing, Knowledgeable of
everything

I begin with the name of Allah, and (that

of) the Most Merciful
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So all praise is for Allah, the One without
beginning, the First
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Thereafter, Salutations and Peace, always
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And (salutations upon) his family, his
companions and those who follow
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To continue, know! That knowledge is
necessary of
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So, Allah exists, is Pre-eternal, Ever-

Remaining
355 digg 58 2363
And (He is) Self-Sufficient, Independent,

Unique, and Ever-Living
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For Him is seven corresponding

attributes
Al A Llall s

Life, Knowledge, Unbroken Speech
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To leave a possible thing as it is to do it
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With truthfulness, conveyance and

trustworthiness
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Without deficiency are things like light

illness
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Is necessary and they are more virtuous

than the angels
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So memorize fifty with a necessary ruling
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(He is) All-Hearing, All-Seeing, He
Speaks
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So, Absolute Power, Absolute Will,
Hearing, Sight

And it is possible, through His Bounty
and Justice
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He sent messengers possessing sharp

intellect
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And possible in relation to them of non-

essential qualities

Their infallibility, like the rest of the

angels
P o
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And the impossible are opposite of every

necessary
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For every duty-bound person to know, so

be certain and seek them out
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Salih, Ibrahim, all were followed
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Ya‘qub, Yusuf and Ayyub followed
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Dhul Kifl, Dawud, Sulayman followed
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‘Isa and Taha the last, so forsake

misguidance
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And their family, for as long as the days

remain
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There is not food, drink or sleep for them

The detail of twenty-five is necessary
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They are Adam, Idris, Niih, Hiid, along
with
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Lat, and Isma1l, Ishaq as well
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Shu‘ayb, Hariin and Misa, and al-Yasa“
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Ilyas, Yiunus, Zakariyya, Yahya
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Upon them be salutations and peace
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And the angels who are without father

and mother
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Mikal, Israfil, ‘Azra’il
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‘Atid, Malik and Ridwan follows
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The Torah of Musa, revealed with

guidance
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'Isa. And the Furgan upon the best of

creation
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In them are the words of the Decider, the
All-Knowing
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Its right is submission and acceptance
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And all the wondrous events that

accompany it
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The detail of ten of them is: Jibril
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(The rest are) Munkar, Nakir, Raqib and

also
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Four books are detailed as
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The Zabir of Dawud and the Injil upon
oS3 JB Gt

And the scrolls of Al-Khalil and al-Kalim
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And all that the Messenger % brought
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Our belief in the last day is compulsory
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Which are necessary for the morally

responsible (to know and believe)

To all the worlds as a mercy, and was

given rank (above other prophets)
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And to Hashim and ‘Abd Manaf he is
attributed
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His milk-mother, Halimah al-Sa‘diyyah
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His passing on, in the pure city, Madinah
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And his lifespan went beyond sixty (upon
passing)
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Three boys (the matter must be)

understood
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In conclusion, concerning other necessary
things
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Our prophet Muhammad *# was sent
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His father is ‘Abdullah, (then) ‘Abdul
Muttalib
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His mother is Aminah al-Zuhriyyah

His birth was in the safe city of Makkah

P

o)

i

SIS

Before revelation he reached forty years

And seven are his children, so from them

are
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And pure, with these two he is nicknamed
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So his mother is Mariyah the, Copt
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They were six so take a special bond with

them

the pleasure of my Lord must be

mentioned for all of them
G pdliad Oladl L5

And their two sons are the grandchildren

whose virtue is great
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And Umm Kulthum, the Pure, the Good
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they were given a choice and chose the

Followed one %
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Qasim, ‘Abdullah and he is the good

°
“g

G5 i iy o6

Ibrahim was birthed to him by a

concubine
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Those besides Ibrahim were from
Khadijah
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And four girls are to be mentioned
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Fatimah, the Resplendent, her husband is
‘Al
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Then Zaynab and after her Ruqayyah
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With nine wives was the passing of the
Chosen
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Safiyyah, Maymunah and Ramlah

d.....o“ = Léfa\ [_,\..e

To the believers they are pleased mother

st End Lo i
His aunt is Safiyyah, the one who
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From Makkah at night, (this must be)

understood
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Until the Prophet # witnessed his Lord
and they spoke
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Upon him five after fifty had been
obligatory
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And the obligation of five (prayers)
without doubt
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‘A’ishah, Hafsah and Sawdah
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Hind, Zaynab and also Juwayriyyah
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Hamzah is his uncle and 'Abbas as well
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Before migration of the Prophet £ was the

Isra’
slatl] £3%8 ohms] da3

And after Isra’, ascension to the heavens
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Without a modality, restriction and He
made obligatory
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And he conveyed to the people (the events
of) Isra’
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And truthfulness naturally gives to its

people in full measure their rank
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For the layman, easy and simplified
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Who is ascribed (from the family of) to
the Truthful, the Confirmed £
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Upon the Prophet # the best of teachers
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And all who follow the best of guidance
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And for benefit to all those who busy
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themselves with it
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Containing whatever is compulsory in

creed completely

And al-Siddiq had gained rank due to his

affirming him %
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And this is an abridged creed
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Its composer is Ahmad al-Marzuqi
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All praise is for Allah and salutations and

peace
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And the Family, Companions and every
guide
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And I ask the Most Generous for sincerity

in action
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Its verses are numbered with ‘Mayyiz’
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I named it the Creed of the Layman



