Shaykh Ahmad Shaist Khan

Lecturer and Researcher in Islamic Studies

Academic Education

Ahmad Shaist Khan is a graduate of the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of
London, a world-leading center for the study of Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. He holds multiple
advanced degrees reflecting his commitment to both secular and Islamic scholarship. He is a graduate
of SOAS, University with a BA in Economics & History and MA in History. These qualifications
demonstrate his expertise in historical analysis, economic systems, and the intellectual traditions of
the Islamic world, providing him with a unique perspective on Islamic civilization and contemporary
Islamic thought.

Traditional Islamic Training

Following the completion of his graduate studies in history, Khan enrolled at Dar al-Mustafa in Tarim,
Yemen, one of the most respected institutions for traditional Islamic learning. There he pursued
comprehensive study of classical Islamic sciences under the guidance of leading scholars. This
intensive training provided him with deep expertise in Islamic jurisprudence, Qur‘anic sciences, hadith
studies, Islamic theology, Islamic history, and related disciplines, grounding him in classical Islamic
tradition and methodology.

Professional Leadership and Teaching

Khan currently serves as a teacher at Dar al-Mustafa, where he contributes to the education of students
pursuing traditional Islamic knowledge. In this role, he transmits Islamic sciences to new generations
of scholars, drawing upon both his academic background and his traditional Islamic training. His
teaching approach integrates historical analysis and contextual understanding with classical Islamic
methodology, enabling students to understand Islamic knowledge within its broader intellectual and
historical contexts.

Translation and Scholarly Work

Khan serves as a translator, making important Islamic texts and scholarly works accessible to English-
speaking audiences. His background, in both academic history and traditional Islamic sciences,
positions him uniquely to translate complex Islamic texts with both scholarly precision and contextual
awareness, ensuring that nuanced meanings and historical contexts are preserved in translation.
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Areas of Expertise

His specialized knowledge encompasses Islamic jurisprudence, Qur anic sciences, hadith studies,
Islamic theology, Islamic history and civilization, economics and economic history, historical
methodology, and traditional Islamic scholarship. He is particularly skilled in contextualizing Islamic
knowledge within broader historical and intellectual frameworks, making classical Islamic texts
comprehensible to contemporary audiences whilst maintaining scholarly rigor and authenticity.

Current Focus and Mission

His present work focuses on advancing Islamic education through teaching and translation. Through
his role at Dar al-Mustafa and his translation work, he endeavors to serve both traditional Islamic
educational communities and contemporary English-speaking audiences seeking to understand
Islamic knowledge and civilization. His mission centers on bridging academic historical scholarship
with traditional Islamic learning, demonstrating the intellectual depth and contemporary relevance of
classical Islamic thought and methodology.




